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The History of Brooklyn New York Chapter 265's Start-Up

on March 3, 2001
by Founder and President, Chrisie Shaw
The following is a true story and absolutely no names have been changed to protect the innocent - as no one here is innocent!

It all started on my [Chrisie's] 39th birthday when I said that I would ride before I was 40. One day, I rode my little Suzuki GZ250 over to Prospect Yamaha and walked in to the showroom… and it was all over. What did I see? A beautiful 2001 Deep Purple 650 V-Star Classic. I was licensed and ready to move up, so I bought it.

As I was at the Prospect dealership, I was looking at pamphlets, and on the back of one, I saw the Star Touring & Riding Association’s logo. I was curious and asked Sabrina about it. She told me that Star was a family organization that’s formally recognized by Yamaha. She also told me that it was her father’s (Mayo's) dream to have a group of people who would meet and become a second family within the walls of Prospect Yamaha.

Sabrina and I became very friendly and I was in Prospect almost every weekend. One weekend she approached me and told me that her dad was thinking more and more about a Chapter to be sponsored from the dealership, and how fond he was of me. He and Sabrina thought that I would be just the person to be able to get a Chapter together. Sabrina and I sat down - I told her that I would look into it, but would not promise anything.

I eventually called Star National and told them that I was interested in starting a Chapter here in Brooklyn. They had the Star Regional Directors Doug and Cindy Pelkey from the Hartford, Connecticut Chapter #168 contact me. In order to even begin a Chapter, one has to go through a very lengthy interview process.

There was a lot involved to get us to where we are today. At that time, I was so nervous… nervous to the point of wanting to throw in the towel and just say,” Not Me - this is going be too much work”. Yeah right, I don’t give up that easily, and so on March 1st of 2003, we had our Charter signing at Prospect Yamaha. We had 12 Star Touring & Riding card-carrying members signed to the Charter, which is what we needed to receive our “license” to be a recognized Chapter. To date, those same 12 members are still with us!

On that day I went from an Area Coordinator to Chapter President and have not looked back once. The friendships that I have forged are SECOND-TO-NONE and I doubt, cannot be found in any other place other than 265.

Am I sorry that I went ahead and did it? No - Not on your life! Is all the hard work worth it? You bet it was and is. Would I do it again…well, maybe! Sabrina and Mayo can be very persuasive.

So, in a nutshell, you all now know how the ONLY Star Touring & Riding Chapter within the 5 boroughs of New York City got started. We went from just 12 dedicated, fun loving, bike crazy, big-hearted people in March of 2003, to over 40 as of June, 2005 and we just keep on growing.

Sincerely,

Chrisie Shaw,
Chapter President
